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Starter activity

Activity Sheet B

The Scales of Justice

WRITTEN ACTIVITY:
Match the following courtroom roles and titles:

COURTROOM ROLE

• The title of the person who leads witnesses
and defendants to the stand and asks them
to swear to tell the truth.

• The title of the person who takes notes
throughout each case and advises the judge
on points of law.

• The title of the person who listens to the
whole case and, if guilty, decides on the
length of sentence the prisoner will have
to serve.

• The name given to the group of people
(usually 12) taken from all walks of life that
hear the case from beginning to end. They
decide in private whether the person who
has been charged is ‘Not Guilty’ or ‘Guilty’.

• The term applied to the person who is
standing trial.

TITLES

• The Jury

• The Clerk
of the Court

• The Defendant

• The Judge

• The Usher

The courtroom
William Shakespeare feels so strongly about his work
being stolen that he decides to challenge the theft of his
creative work in court. The class is going to act out the
court case in full.
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This chart will help you understand courtroom practice 
and procedure.

How a courtroom works
The Judge
• Sits at the bench, above the main body of the court.
• He or she:

• Controls court proceedings.
• Ensures the questions asked of the defendant and

witnesses are fair.
• Explains proceedings to the jury and, at the end of the

defence and prosecution cases, sums up both sides of the
case without telling them which verdict to arrive at.

• Asks the jury what verdict they have arrived at.
• Announces the sentence.
• Traditionally appears wearing a gown and wig.

The Clerk of the Court
• Reads out the charge.
• Advises the judge and lawyers on points of law.
• Makes notes throughout the proceedings which might be

useful later.
• Is not permitted to tell the judge or jury the verdict they

should reach.

The Barrister for the Prosecution
and The Barrister for the Defence
• Barristers represent their client (in this case William

Shakespeare is being represented by the prosecution
barrister). Their role in the court is to:
• Present their client’s case as clearly as possible.
• Call witnesses who will support the case they are making.
• Question the person they are arguing their case against.
• Question witnesses who might be appearing for the

other side.
• Each barrister refers to the opposing barrister with the term

‘my learned friend’ as a mark of respect.
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The case for the prosecution 
and the case for the defence 
are argued
The following ideas may help you argue why the theft of
creative work is damaging to a writer or other creative artists
and should therefore be considered unlawful:

Prosecution (The case for)

Shakespeare finds stallholders who are selling unauthorised 
‘bootleg’ copies of his work from a market stall. He picks one 
up and immediately notices that it is of very poor quality.

• His hard work has been ruined by the people who copied it;
there are spelling and other mistakes and some of his
favourite lines have been left out.

• He is angry and upset because he realises that people will
judge him by this poor quality work; his name is on the cover
but it isn’t a true version of his precious work.

• This could quite easily destroy him as a writer just when he is
building up his name and becoming popular.

• He doesn’t earn any money from these copies because they
are illegal.

Defence (The case against)
The following ideas may help you argue why the theft of
creative work shouldn’t be considered unlawful:

• Words and ideas cannot be owned by one person.
They are free for everyone to use.

• Your teacher may allow you to use modern-day examples
of how information is shared such as Twitter, the Internet,
file-sharing and music downloads.

In a court case, each member of the jury has to listen carefully
to both the defence and prosecution case before arriving at a
verdict. Often jury members will take notes which they will use
later to help them recall the key points of each side’s case.
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WRITTEN ACTIVITY:
If you are a member of the jury, use the table below to make
notes while you are listening to the case being argued in court.
After you have heard the case in full, write a brief paragraph in
which you express your own opinion about this important issue
and then come to a verdict: ‘Case proven’ or ‘Case not proven’?

FOR 
(In this section make notes about the case
that William Shakespeare is making to defend
his right not have his work stolen by other
writers.)

AGAINST 
(In this section make notes about the case
being made against William Shakespeare.)
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MY OWN OPINION: 

MY VERDICT: 


